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EVZDSNTXAZi.  _ 

DISCOURSE  X. 

Op  the  Miracles  ok  the  .Vpiwtles. 

liv  Dr.  Priestlet. 

AnH  ftuireame  vpon  ererysoul,  i.nrf  numy  unm^iert 

and  signs  u-ert  dont  by  the  Jijiostles. 

Acts  ii.  4d. 

[Concluded,  from  p.  147.] 

The  mapi'itrates  bein^  utterly  confouivJeil  at  thi-i, 
and  not  knowing  what  farther  to  do,  contented 
themselves  with  threatening  them  as  before,  and 
charged  them  not  to  preach  any  more  to  the  peo¬ 
ple.  Blit  Peter  imd  tlie  other  apostles,  having  these 
evident  tokens  of  the  presence  of  God  with  them, 
answiered  as  before,  and  said,  Ver,  £9,  e  ought 
to  obey  Cod  rather  thun  num.  They  also  boldly 
repeated  their  testimony  to  the  divine  inLssion  and 
resurrection  of  Jesus. 

After  this  these  magistrates  thought  to  put  the 
apostles  to  death,  as  they  had  done  Jesus;  but,  in 
consequence  of  the  prudent  advice  of  Gamaliel,  one 
of  their  body,  they  only  ordered  them  to  he  beaten, 
and  again  charged  them  to  preach  no  more  in  the 
name  of  Jesus.  This,  howevei,  was  far  from  hav¬ 
ing  the  intended  elTect.  For  we  read,  Ver.  41, 
that  they  departed  from  the  council,  rejoicing  that 
they  were  accounted  worthy  to  suffer  shame  for  the 
name  of  Christ.  What  do  we  see  in  this  conduct, 
both  of  the  apostles,  and  of  the  rulers  of  the  nation, 
but  the  clearest  evidence  of  the  truth  of  the  apos¬ 
tles*  doctrine,  and  the  impotence  of  ciiil  power  to 
prevent  the  etfect  of  it  ? 

I  intend  not  to  dwell  upon  other  miracles,  as  flic 
cure  of  il-incas,  and  the  raising  from  death  of  Tabi- 
tiia  by  Peter,  his  second  miracnlous  delivenmce 
from  prison,  where  he  was  confined  by  Herod  ;  or 
many  that  occur  in  the  history  of  Paul,  as,  though 
all  tending,  in  a  genend  way,  to  shew  the  presence 
of  a  divine  power  w  ith  the  apo^lles,  they  had  only 
local  effects.  But  the  circimistaui  es  attending  the 
conversion  of  Paul  himself  arc  deserving  of  very 
particular  notice. 

It  has  often  been  said  by  unbelievers,  that  the 
truth  of  the  facts  on  which  Christianitv  is  founded 
is  not  attested  by  unlielieving  Jews  or  Heathens. — 
But  it  has  appeared  that  the  facts  were  not  denied 
bv  the  most  inveterate  enemies  of  ('lirisliauity  in 
this  earlv  age,  not  even  by  the  Jewish  rulers,  who 
persecuted  the  apostles,  and  would  have  put  them 
to  death.  Besides,  an  enemy  converted  by  being 
convinced  of  the  truth  ol  tlic  facts,  and  ascribing 
them  to  their  pro|)er  cause,  becomes  of  course  a 
Christian,  and  a  friend.  And  the  strongest  attesta¬ 
tion  that  can  be  given  is  tliat  of  one  wlug  from  hav¬ 
ing  been  a  violent  enemy,  becomes  a  friend  by  this 
fair  means  ;  and  such  was  the  case  of  Paul. 

Had  the  Jewish  rulers,  and  other  the  most  invete- 
late  enemies  of  Christianity,  been  assembled,  and 
have  put  their  conviction  of  the  truth  of  it  upon  the 
conversion  of  any  one  man  whatever,  ol  their  own 
body,  and  acting  by  their  direction,  it  would  proba- 
blv  nave  been  Paid,  "ho  was  a  most  bigoted  Jew, 


a  Pharisee,  and  a  most  open  enemy  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  name.  It  was  probably  he  who  procured  the 
death  of  Steplicn,  as  he  is  said  to  have  consented  to 
his  de  ith,  and  to  have  kept  the  clothes  of  them  that 
stoned  him.  It  is  further  said  of  him.  Acts  viii.  d, 
that  he  w  ide  havork  of  the  church,  entering  into 
frery  house,  t.nd  haling  men  and  trometgrommitted 
them  to  prison  ;  so  that  the  disciples  were  scatter¬ 
ed  abroad,  end  xrent  to  preach  in  distant  places. 
Bat  even  thus  they  did  not  escape  his  pursuit.  We 
read,  <'h.  ix.  I.  that  breathing  out  threatening  and 
slavshtcr  ag'iinst  the  disciples,  he,  of  Ills  own  ac¬ 
cord,  went  unto  the  high-priest,  and  desired  of 
him  letters  to  Damascus,  to  the  synagogue ;  that 
>f  hefiiind  any  of  this  wap,  whether  they  were 
men  or  women,  he  might  bring  them  bound  to  Je¬ 
rusalem. 

The  ronversion,  therefore,  of  such  a  man  as  this, 
was  tlic  greatest  and  clearest  triumph  that  the  Clirls- 
tian  caii^e  could  have.  His  passions,  and  his  inter¬ 
est  too,  impelled  him  to  persist  in  bis  violence.  And 
having,  no  doubt,  heard  all  that  had  been  alledged 
by  the  apostles,  and  other  Christians,  it  was  not  easy 
to  say  wliat  eonld  give  bis  mind  a  different  impn  s- 
sion.  And  yet  this  was  effected,  and  though  sud¬ 
denly,  so  eflertually,  that  he  ever  after  promoted 
the  cause  of  ('hristianitv  w  ith  as  much  zeal  as  ever 
he  hafl  peneruted  it.  Nay,  he  bore  every  kind  of 
persecution  hinisidf  about  thirty  years  and  at  length 
died  a  martyr  to  his  new  principles.  His  motive  to 
this  could  not  have  hern  either  interest  or  repufr- 
tion.  For  the  Christians  had  nothing  to  biibe  him 
with,  and  the  ('liristian  cause  at  that  time  was  in  no 
'degree  of  estimation  with  any  iierson  whose  good 
opinion  he  would  naturally  wish  to  engage,  (in  tlic 
[  contrary,  Christianity  was  from  the  first,  and  long 
after,  a  sect  evei^  where  spoken  against.  Nothing, 
therefore,  remained  to  make  any  impiessiuii  upon 
his  mind,  but  some  mirai  le  ;  and  such  be  says,  in 
bis  repeated  account  of  bis  conversion,  was  the  true 
cause  of  it. 

As  iiev\as  going  to  Damascus,  in  company  witli 
others,  who,  no  doubt,  went  in  order  to  assist  bjm, 
and  forward  bis  scheme  of  persccut'mg  the  Chris¬ 
tians  whom  he  should  find  iu  tlmt  city,  he  was  sud¬ 
denly  smirk  to  tlie  ground,  and  rendered  blind,  by 
a  lielit  from  heaven,  and  ,immediatelv  afterwards 
aililie-.sfd  by  Jcmis  liinisclf,  who  bade  him  proceeii 
to  Damaseiis,  and  said  that  be  would  tliere  be  in- 
fonned  what  be  should  do. 

Tliis  was  not  a  vision'  in  the  night,  or  any  tilin'^ 
that  [lasscd  when  he  wiis  alone,  and  therefore  sub¬ 
ject  to  illusion,  hut  in  mid-day,  and  in  the  company 
of  bis  friends ;  and  neither  liiiusclf  nor  they  appear 
to  have  had  any  iiiistmst  or  misgiving  about  the  bu¬ 
siness  they  went  upon.  His  companions  also  heard 
the  sound  of  the  voice,  but  did  not  distinguish  the 
I  articulation. 

In  this  state  of  blindness  Paul  continued  three 
days,  and  then  a  (  hristian,  named  Ananias,  was  di¬ 
rected  by  Jesus  to  go  to  him,  Ix'iiig  assured  tliat  he 
had  had  a  vision  in  which  he  (i.  e.  Ananias]  caiue, 

I  and  putting  his  hands  upon  him,  caused  him  to  re¬ 
ceive  hb  sight.  After  some  objection,  on  the  purl 
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of  \n;inus,  onarcomit  ofthf  \itll  kimuii  |iriiiciple^  them,  so  thitt  the^t  fed  out  of  the  hmse,  naked  and 
aiiii  Conduct  of  I’iuil,  he  went  to  him ;  mIioii  Itis  grounded.  »lnd  this  uns  knoirn  to  all  the  Jews, 
sipht  was  rt-'stoicd,  and  he  was  baptize  d.  As  soon  r.nd  llreeks  also,  duelling  at  tlihesus,  tdnd fear 
as  he  was  r«‘f:ov<oed  he  Ix'trau  to  prcai  h  in  tlie  iiaiiic  'fell  on  them  i.tl,  t.nd  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
of  Clui't,  made  many  ronverfs,  and  dcvot»-d  his  ici.s  nuifrnijied.  (.'uuld  there  have  f)reii  a  eleao  r 
whole  life  to  it.  And  in  this  he  was  icmarkably  ,  ronris'ion,  and  from  enemies,  who  themselve  s  pie- 
successfid.  tended  to  e\traoiilinaiy  arts,  that  wliat  was  done  by 

After  this  {treat  miracle,  of  the  conversion  of  Paul  file  npo>iles  exceeded  any  powers  that  tln-y  wie 
himself,  thtj  miracles  performed  by  him  are  compa- 1  ac(|nainted  with.  Ami  yet  the  apostles  had  had  no 
ritively  ol  little  moment,  as  tlie  strikin';  of  I'.lv mas  j  education,  or  instruction,  that  coidd  have  civen 
blind  in  the  presence  oftiie  governor  ot  (’yprus,  in  |  them  this  superiority,  'i'his  too  was  the  confessiun 
conscfjiience  of  which  the  governor  was  ronveited  ;  of  the  K;;vptian  matir  ians,  that  the  miiar  h's  of  Mo¬ 
llis  healuii;  a  cripple  at  the  {’ate  of  Ly^tra,  which  !  ses  were,  perl'oimed  i»/ /Ac  /iKifer  o/"  fro//,  where  is 
led  the  people  of  that  place  to  imagine  that  he  was'  wh  :t  theij  did -wits  something  of  a  dilVeient  kind, 
one  of  the  gods  in  tlie  form  of  man  ;  his  casting  out  I  ’ri,p  hjstorv  of  the  conversion  of  (*ornclius.  the 
a  spirit  of  divination  from  a  woman  at  Philippi;  his  first  t  {entile  ('hristian,  is  patticidarly  worthy  of  at- 
niany  miniclcs,  and  especially  ca-ting  out  ilemons,  tcutidn,  es|)eeially  with  rcspr  rt  to  the  corresiamd- 
at  Kphesiis ;  his  nrising  Kutychn.s  to  life,  an.d  hisi  (.m.j.  vtsions  of  t'ornelins  and  of  Peter, 

curing  the  father  of  Publius  tlie  governor  ol  Malta,  the  one  at  Ciesarea,  and  the  other  at  Joppa.  Ihit 
und  others  in  that  island  ;  and  himscll  receiving  no  jr  fiofs  not  immediately  relate  to  the  evidence  of 
**  v  i[)cr  in  tiiat  place.  j  Christianity  in  general,  so  nmeh  as  to  tlm  eirenin- 

The  Credibility  of  these  iniriudes  depends  in  part  stance  of  extending  the  hrmefits  of'  it  to  the  fJen- 
upon  the  testimony  of  the  relatcr,  who  appears  in ,  (i|ps,  as  well  as  the  Jews,  I  do  not  enlarge  upon  it. 
many  of  them  to  have  been  an  eye,  w  itness,  but  piiii- 1  j{,,t  the  manner  in  which  Peter  addres:,e<l  Coinelius, 
cipally^  upon  the  indisputable  ellects  of  Paul  s  ;,n,|  jfi,,  tVietids  on  that  occasion  is  inueh  to  my  pnr- 
preaching,  as  he  founded  several  f  hristi.ni  elmiehcs  p.ose,  as  it  shows  the  notoriety  of  the  great  f.icts  on 
in  the  places  in  which  the  miracles  are  said  to  have  which  thetrutli  of  Christianity  is  fonndeil,  Acst  \, 
been  performed ;  which  could  not  have  been  the  The  word  irhirh  Hod  sent  unto  the  children 
case  if  the  facts  had  not  been  true  ;  the  account  ol  (f  Lrtu  I,  preachinet  peace  la/  Jtsvs  ('hrist ;  that 
these  transactions  bring  published,  and  read  in  all  n'ord  ye.  know,  ichich  mis  puhlished  throue'hout  nil 
Christian  churches,  while  the  events  were  recent;  Judea,  und  hcffon  from  Calilee,  after  the  hopfism 
the  contuiuance  and  lluurLshing  state  of  these  u'hich  John  preached.  He  had  no  ocrasinn  to  di¬ 
churches,  and  their  con.^t:nU  use  o(  this  book,  as  rect  them  to  anv  evidence  with  \Aliich  they  were  not 
well  as  others  of  the  ^ew  TCsStanient,  are  Mdlicicnt  i  it  giant<*d  that  no  person 

vouchers  for  their  truth,  .  .  I  coidd  he  ignorant  of  the  facts,  or  require  any  pro<»l 

riiat  there  was  soinctiung  very  extraordinary  in  Paul  also  supposed  the  same  in  his  ad- 

the  miracles  of  the  apoMles,  and  superior  to  any  ^rcss  to  Agrippa.  Acts  xxvi,  iU.  For  tht  kinff 
arts,  or  tricks,  ^Itat  known  to  those  vWiu  \vrve|  knou'ith  of  tiujse  thin^s^  before  whom  I  also  speak 
the  most  practised  in  those  things  at  tiiat  time,  ap-i freely.  For  ! am  ptrsiuidtd  that  none  of  these. 
pears  lioin  the  conversion,  or  pretended  eonvcision,  thint^s  are  hidden  from  hims  Fur  this  thing  teas 
of  biinon  of  Siunaria,  commonly  called  Simon  Ma-  dontin  a  corner. 

gus.  This  Simon  h  said,  Acts  viii.  S),  to  havehcni  i)|o;ised  (lod  that  this  exhiliition  of  niirarles 
a  pepon  i/’Ao  o^re /ime  twcrt  utk/ Affi/  jVcA-  conhned  to  the  a"e  oftlu'  apostles,  and 

td  tht  people  of  Sanuirxa^  giving  out  that  //e /(im-l  i,,,  instrumental  in  the  planting  of  ('hvivtianity.  For 
self  ivas  some  great  owe;  to  whom  they  all  thU  important  purpose  tlicy  were  necessary.  Olher- 

httd^jrom  iht  least  to  the  grtatesl^  sayings  Ihis  jlif,  to>iimony  of  tlie  apostles,  and  olliers,  to 
mnn  the  great  poxett  of  tiiM,  ^Ind  to  him  they\\^^  resurrection  of  Jesus,  uii*;ht  not  liave  hern  sut- 
luid  regard^  btcui^e  that  of  a  long  time  he  had  fident  to  insure  the  f  redihility  of  so  very  extiaordi- 
bewxlchtd  them  with  his  sorceries.  \  et  this  Simon  naiy  a  tiling  to  future  a^t's.  Hut  the  evi»lcnre  ol' 
pondererf,  beholding  the  vixracles^  that  were  numerous  minieles  performed  by  the  apostles, 

by  i  hxlip^  declared  huiiscll  a  t  hristian,  and  was ^  I, j^»(|  those  peiformod  hy  (  hrist,  eertilied  hv 
baptized.  And  seeing  that  the  Holy  Spirit,  or  the  ' |n,|,,an  testimony,  is  abundantly  sulTicient 
gift  of  speaking  in  unknown  tongues,  was  <'onlerred  hn  the  purpO'C.  For  what  can  any  reasonable  man, 
by  tbe  laying  on  of  tbe.  hands  ot  1  eter,  he  oll’ercd  nue-t  be  s<*nsible  of  tlie  inconvenience  of  tlir 
nun  money  to  obtain  the  same  power;  thinking  course  of  nature  heins  perpetually  violated  (as  ir 
that  it  was  the  noeess.'iu  consequence  of  some  j;ar-  must  he  if  every  man  shouhl  he  oratifted  with  thr, 
ticnlar  secret,  with  which  he  was  not  aequaimed,  and  ^f  miracles)  refiuire  farther,  than  that  a  suth- 
which  he  had  no  means  ol  discovering.  15ut  Peter,  ch'iit  number  of  persons,  constituted  ol  eourst*  as 
with  jvist  indignation,  replied,  T hy  money  perish  tfipy  themselves  are,  should  have  had  every  motive 
ttdth  thee,  because  thou  hast  thou/'ht  that  the  gip  innniic  into  the  troth  of  the  facts,  and  have  been 
of  God  may  be  purchased  tcith  money  I  fully  satisfied  with  respect  to  them.  For  then  lie 

The  extraordinary  nature  of  the  miracles  wrought ;  coiild  not  hut  he  convinced,  that  if  he  himself  had 
by  Paul  was  equally  evident  from  the  conduct  ofl  been  in  their  situation,  he  would  have  been  sjitisfied 
some  Jews,  who  pretended  to  exorcism  at  Ephesus,  as  well  as  they.  Nav,  the  conviction  that  such  a 
Seeing  demons  cast  out  by  Paul  in  the  name  of  Je- .  number  of  poisons,  in  the  circuinssances  of  the  a- 
9US,  they  thought  to  do  the  same  by  merely  using  postlcs  and  other  primitive  Christians,  that  real  mi- 
the  same  words  ;  saying  to  a  demoniac.  Acts  xix.  racleS  were  performed,  in  attestation  of  the  facts  in 
l.S.  fVe  adjure  thee  by  Jesus  trhom  Paul  preaches,  the  gospel  history,  is  even  more  satisfactory  than  any 
But  though  they  could  use  the  words,  they  soon  that  could  have  been  exhibited  to  himself;  because 
found  that  they  were  not  arcomivanied  with  the !  he  might  say,  that  his  senses,  or  his  ignorance,  mi{'ht 
same  power.  For  the  demoniac  answered,  Vcr.  15, 1  lie  im))osed  upon,  through  some  affection  peculiar 
Jesus  /  know,  and  Paul  /  knoic,  hut  who  are  ye  J'lto  himself;  but  that  so  many  thousand  persons,  as 
^Ind  the  man  in  whom  the  evil  .spirit  teas,  feoped  good  judges  as  himself,  and  as  much  interested  in 
on  them,  and  overcame  them,  Qnd prevailed  ogQiMt  the  discovery  of  the  truth  as  he  could  have  been 
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(  oiild  nut  li;ive  bci-ii  iinposL-tl  upon,  tvithout  a  iimc  li 
greater  nui.iclu  than  an\  ot  tl)o»t  to  wltkh  tliev  gavt- 
(lieir  absent. 

On  this  firm  basis,  my  Christian  bicthren,  stands 
our  faith;  and  surely  it  stands  upon  a  rock.  It  only 
requires  an  unbiassed  mind,  and  especially  a  Iree- 
dom  from  those  vicious  di<|x>sitions  and  pursuits 
nhieli  cliicfly  indis|>use  men  to  tlie  duties  enjoined 
bj  the  gospel,  to  jierccive  its  e\ idenee,  andeinbiace 
it  vvitli  joy. 

SV ANGELIC a£  RE^OSXTOEY. 

Trot,  Saitruay,  Ja>l'ary  19,  I8i8. 

UK  ILLCSTKATION.  No.  1. 

"But  if  our  t^ospel  be  hid,  it  is  hid  to  them  that 
are  lost,  in  trhom  the  god  jf  this  world  hath  blind¬ 
ed  the  minds  of  them  tKit  believe  not,  lest  the  light 
of  the  glorious  gospel  of  Christ,  who  is  the  im  ^ge 
of  (lod,  should  shine  unto  lhem."~ii.  Cor.  iv.  1. 

Tlie  following  particulars  are  nuthori/ed  from  the 
above  scripture; 

1st.  The  I'luriuns  gospel  of  Christ,  who  is  the 
luiagc  of  (iod,  is  hidden  to  such  as  arc  lost. 

Qdly.  Tlie  gospel  is  not  An/ilfn  from,  those  who 
are  lost,  but  hidden  to—thtm. 

rtdly.  Those  arc  not  lost  because  the  gospel  is 
hidden,  but  the  gospel  Is  hidden  to  all  such,  because 
they  are  blinded  by  the  Uorl  of  this  world,  lienee 
it  Is  evident,  that  those  who  are  lost  are  blinded  by 
the  god  of  this  woild,  which  is  the  occasion  of  the 
gospel  being  hidden,  that  its  light  could  not  sliine 
unto  them. 

This  scripture  in  the  above  light,  docs  not  afford 
any  authority  for  believing,  tliat  Almighty  (Jood- 
ncss  had  determined  that  many  of  his  children 
should  be  lust  forever,  and  to  make  sure  of  his  pur¬ 
pose  had  hidden  his  gospel  from  them;  but  furnish¬ 
es  proof  that  the  beauties  and  excellencies  of  the 
gloiioiis  gospel  arc  hidden  to  those,  in  whom  the 
god  of  this  world  hath  blinded  the  minds  of  them 
that  believe  nut,  verymuch  in  the  same  man¬ 
ner  that  :dl  the  visible  beauties  of  nature  are  hidden 
to  that  man  who  is  natnr.dly  blind — to  whom  ev¬ 
ery  thing  is  hidden  because  he  is  blind — luit  he  is 
not  blind,  be'cansc  objects  are  concealed  from  him. 

SKINS  OK  THK  TIMKS. 

The  unholy  persecutions  which  have  formerly  ex¬ 
ited  among  the  different  sects  of  religious  profes¬ 
sors  haie  in  a  measure  subsided; — and  now  it  is 
fouinl  eoiivcnient,  or  at  least,  agreeable  to  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  the>e  sectarians  to  amalgamate  and  direct 
their  hostile  weapons  in  concert  against  I'niversal- 
ists  and  Unitarians ;  which  shows  very  idainly,  the 
existence  of  that  “spiritiud  w  ickedness”whii  li  led  on 
infuriated  bigots  to  those  unhallowed  acts  which 
stand  registered  in  the  faithful  annals  of  N'ew-Kng- 
land. 

The  impartial  observer  will  discover  the,  unwar¬ 
rantable  means  had  in  use,  to  suppress  the  preva¬ 
lence  of  those  sentiments  which  do  not  c.xai  tly 
comport  with  the  opinions  of  those  who  arrogate 
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cxoliisivc  piety  and  orthodoxy.  The  fanatical  and 
illiberal  are  disposed  to  heap  approbriuni  on  such  iu 
join  not  in  their  fren/.y,  and  partake  nut  of  titeir 
misguided  zeal.  Frequently  are  the  mi-taken  epi¬ 
thets,  “  infidel”  and  “  licentious,”  applied  to  the  re¬ 
ligious  faith  of  that  numerous  class  of  Christians 
denominated  “  Universali-ts.”  There  are  instances 
where  a  “  hear  say”  report  will  be  circulated  through 
the  medium  uftho-c  periodicals  which  ought  rather 
to  abound  more  with  the  spirit  of  Christ,  than  the 
adversary.  Perhaps  a  person  in  some  part  of  the 
country  has  been  acquainted  with  an  individual  who 
has  professed  the  faith  of  the  Universali-ts,  and  still 
lived  ungoilly;  and  this  would  be  enough  to  make  a 
conimunicution  for  a  religious  pa|)Cr  to  be  sent  in 
every  direction  through  the  United  St.ates.  IJut 
were  there  hundieds  of  pious  and  devoted  professors 
of  this  faith  in  this  man's  acquaintance,  it  would 
have  no  effect  to  counterbalance  again-t  one,  who 

pretended  to  be  a - but,  “  indeed  was  of  the 

Synagogue  of  Satan.”  Some,  apparently,  .suppose 
that  eicry  person  believing  the  doctrine,  must  be 
juou-,  (most  devoutly  to  be  wished)  nr  else  the  faith 
is  not  good  ;  and  some  wonilerful  calculators  have 
gone  so  far  in  their  discoveries  as  to  perceive  that 
the  conseipiences  of  a  faith,  they  know  not  in  re¬ 
ality,  will  be  demoralizing. 

A  man  must  be  as  blind  as  the  Jews,  not  to  dis¬ 
cern  that  these  exertions  ate  made  and  making  to 
prejudice  the  public  mind  against  a  doctrine  which 
scripture  and  enlightened  reason  yield  not  their  aid 
to  suppress. 

It  is  but  a  f«:W'  days  since  a  gentleman  .sent  on  a 
eommunicatinn  to  the  Anti-Universalist  paper  in 
Providence.  (U.  I.)  which  has  since  been  copied 
ill  the  if.  1.  lleligious  messenger,  published  in  the 
same  pl.iee.  The  motto  at  the  head  of  this  won¬ 
derful  article  is,  the  “  legitimate  fruits  of  Univer- 
salisin.” 

He  has  drawn  a  picture  to  be  sure,  the  most  aw- 
ful.  It  is  stated,  and  perhaps  with  truth,  that  Mr. 
Josiah  Huriiham,  who  was  e.xccuted  for  murder,  in 
Haverhill,  N.  H,  Aiig.  12,  180K,  was  a  Universalist. 

This  man  is  represented  as  having  done  this  fatal 
deed,  because  he  thus  believed  ;  but  if  the  man  who 
comnumicated  this  piece  is  capable  of  reflection,  he 
cannot  suppose  that  the  be’k'f  in  the  impartial  grace 
of  Hod  and  the  final  salvation  of  all  men,  prompted 
him  to  commit  murder ;  however,  he  may  suppose 
it  did  not  keep  him  from  doing  it— be  it  so.  Nor 
has  the  faith  of  endless  misery  kept  all  its  votaries 
from  prison  and  from  the  gallows ;  because  thev 
have  believed  the  punishment  was  for  others,  and 
not  for  themselves.  Is  Universalisin  to  be  discard¬ 
ed  because  a  man  professing  it  has  committed  mur¬ 
der,  any  more  than  Calvinism  or  ArminianLsm 
should  be,  because  so  many  Calvinists  and  Armini- 
ans  have  atoned  for  their  crimes,  by  being  hung  or 
imprisoned  ? 

The  man  who  was  pleased  to  subscribe  himself 
“  A  FRiEXD  TO  MORAUTY,”  whosc  niotto  IS  the  “  fe- 
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t’ilinuite  fruits  of  l/niversdlism'''  ought  to  think  jknnw  of  no  Hubject  in  dispute,  which  involves 
of  the  Ifpitimatt  fruits  of  some  t>thor — isms,  which  '  a  dcejK'r  interest  than  the  fnnl  state  of  the 
have  occasioned  so  much  despnir,  delirium,  wretch- 1  wicked.  This  subject  transcends  every  other 
tdnrss  and  suicide  in  the  world;  whii  h  liave  done  disputed  article  among  Christians,  and  “  like 
dishonor  to(iod,  and  much  injury  to  man  ;  which  I  Aaron  .s  serjMmt,  swallows  up  the  rest.”  Some 
never  was,  norcuii  be  produced  by  a  limi  rcli;mce  j  have  contended  that  all  who  die  impenitent, 
on  the  immutable  and  iiiiparti.d  love  of  God,  which  !  ^  banished  from  tlie  realms  of  enjoyment, 
sei*ks  the  best  good  of  its  object;  consequently  of  consigned  to  tin*  regions  of  helpless, 

each  and  cvciy  individual  of  Adam’s  nuiuerous  Hut  the  malev<> 

I  lence  of  this  doctrine  has  been  sensibly  felt 

_  I  by  most  enlightened  and  pious  ('hristians.  In 

Tract  No.  1,  published  by  the  New-Hampslure  !*''«  doctrim^  mmiy 

Asweiation  of  Universalists  is  rer  eived.  It  was !  “''vauced  the  sentiment  of  Universal 

.  ,  „  ^  V  Kestoration.  (Uhers  tJiere  are,  who  have  re¬ 
written  bv  the  Kev.  b.  C.  Loveland,  (Agent)  of  •  .  *  .1  i  .  •  r  n  j  . 

-  »  V  b  /  jjected  the  doctrine  of  endless  misery,  and  not 

*■  being  jireparr  d  to  embrace  Universal  balva- 

This  Tract  is  made  up  of  two  well  w  ritten  and  m-  j  adopted  the  doctrine  of  the  unnihi- 

terestmg  articles  ;— the/ormer  on  the  Biblical  terms  |  kicked.  This  sentiment  has  had 

forever,  forever  and  ever,  Sic. — the  litter  on  the  j  several  able  advocates  in  Europe,  and  is  pro- 
I'niversalily  and  Immutability  of  the  piomiscs  ot  bahly  becomini»  popular  among  the  I  'nitarians 
f***'!.  in  New  England.  Dr.  Bancroft  of  VVorces- 

-  .  ter  has  advanced  and  defendetl  the  doctrine 

New  Soc,r.Tir:«.-Anew  Society  of  Umversalists  of  Annihilation  in  a  volume  of  Sermons,  pub- 
has  recently  been  organized  in  the  vilhige  ol  Sali-  two  years  ago.  'Fhe  Dr.’s  work  before 

na,  N.  Y.  The  (  h.  Intelligencer  announces  the  public,  is  a  suitable  subject  for  aiiiinad- 


recent  formation  of  a  Universidlst  Society  in  the  ^ 
town  of  Phillips,  Me. 

Hf.muioits  Dtici.ijuk>(  e. — Wc  learn  from  the  I 
Boston  Universalist  .Magazine  of  the  lith  inst.  that 
Rev.  Thomas  Wliittemore,  Pastor  of  the  Universal- 


thc  public,  is  a  suitable  subject  for  animad¬ 
version. 

With  all  suitable  deference  to  the  standing 
and  talents  of  Dr.  B,  I  will  olTer  a  few  re¬ 
marks  upon  the  subject.  This  I  do  with  the 
more  pleasure,  as  the  Dr.  has  exhibited  the 
whole  strength  of  the  subject.  lie  tells  us 


ist  church  in  (  ambridgeport,  has  lately  vi>ited  C  in-  j  JiJmself  that  ho  has  given  a  compressed  view 
cinnati,  (Oliio)  and  has  realized  the  sati-ifaction  of  j  qJ*  argument.''  of  s«“veral  En.'vlisli  ilivines  of 
beholding  the  desert  places  of  the  West,  beginning  j  great  ability.*— Dr.  IV  objects  to  the  doctrine 
to  blossom  as  the  rose.  He  preached  while  tin  re  of  endless  misery  on  the  ground  that  it  iin- 
to  fit’qucnt  and  numerous  audiences,  and  has  re-  peaches  the  character  of  (iod.  Put  if  end- 
cieved  a  call  to  settle  with  them.  less  misery  irnpeaclies  divine  goodness,  aiini- 

Furthcmiore,  it  is  announced  in  the  above  men-  hilation  does,  divine  wisdom.  It  supposes 
tinned  paper,  that  the  Rev.  Seth  Stetson,  of  Salem  that  (lod  createil  intf'lligent  beings,  and  en- 
(.Mass.)  has  asked  a  dismission  from  the  First  Uni-  ••'f't't  «  ><•'  caj'acitios  capable  of  endless 

vcrsalist  Church  and  Society  in  that  place.— Should  iniprovcmcnt  and  eiidlc.ss  happiness,  but  at 
this  able  and  worthy  brother  leave  Salem,  may  he  }  "j**  ntider  the  lU'cessity  ol  striking  them 

soon  find  the  place  in  some  other  part  of  his  mas-  i  exist*  nci?  as  so  many  tururiihlcs.  And 

ter’,  vineyard,  where  his  usefulness  dull  be  realized  l^•i^i>l'P^f|cll  the  wisdom  of  (iod  ^ 

h  dantiv  '  either  imply  that  he  was  unwise 

_  j  in  giving  them  such  capacities  at  first,  or  tliat 

New  Assoc  lATioN.-From  the  (Canton) 

Star,  it  appear,  that  the  delegates  from  the  Unive,- ;  ««  reconcile  annihilation  with 

c!  r  »  t'  1 1-  i  Wisdom,  as  endless  misery  witli  the  good- 

salist  Societies  in  St.  Lawrence  and  h  raiiklm  conn-  r/-  1  n  .  -i -i  •  c  ”  .1 

ness  ot  (lod  nut  annihilation  impeaches  the 
Ues,(N.  Y.)and  the  adjacent  borders  ot  I  p,uT  jjoodiiess  of  God  as  well  as  his  wisdom.  Dr 
Canada,  met  on  the  2nd  mst.  at  Pottsdam,  N.  ’) .  ,, 

and  organized  a  new  Association.- 1  lie  north  gives  j^y  happiness.  ’Fhose  who  are  anni- 

up,  the  south  kee|^s  nonmedw.  _  liilated  then,  will  he  deprived  of  endless  hap- 

The  following  article  is  taken  from  the  Universal-  piness,  that  is,  of  an  endless  and  infinite  good, 
ist  Magazine,  Vol.  vi.  comimmicated  for  that  ««  Dr.’s  sy.stem,  it  is  not  cruel  and 

paper,  by  the  Rev.  Charles  Hudson,  Pa.stor  of  the  to  deprive  his  creatures  of  an 

Universallst  church  and  Kicicty  in  Westminster,  'nfinite  good,  espedially  as  he  contends  that 
^  sin  IS  only  a  finite  evilit  Annihilation  is 

ANNIHILATION  founded  on  principles  purely  vindictive.  If 

^  tnen  are  punished  for  a  limited  period,  and 

“  Eye  nature  s  wa  •,  s  00  fo  y  as  1  fies,  punishment  is  not  designed  to  reform 


ANNIHILATION. 

“  Eye  nature's  walk,  shoot  folly  as  it  fies,  1 

JInd  catch  the  manners,  living,  as  they  rise."  j 
Though  various  subjects  in  theology  have  | 
attracted  the  attention  of  Christian  writers,  1 1 


♦Sec  Baocrofl't  Sermons,  p.  407. 
tSermons,  p.  386. 
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thrm,  the  punishment  is  cruel  and  vindictive,  least.  In  both  the  passages  on  which  1  have 
It  rests  upon  the  same  foundation  as  endless  been  remarking,  it  is  expressly  said  that  the 
misery.  The  Dr.’s  views  therefore,  are  the  sinner  shall  die.  This  death  is  mentioned  as 
same  in  principle,  with  those  he  opposes,  and  the  xthole  punishment ;  and  death  in  these 
cannot  be  any  better  reconciled  with  the  di>  passages  must  have  one  meaning  only.  It 
vine  character.  If  a  limited  vindictive  pun- 1  must  mean  annihilation  or  something  else.  If 
ishment  can  be  reconciled  with  the  character  |  it  means  annihilation,  it  proves,  as  we  have 
of  Deity,  then  an  endless  punishment  founded  j  already  seen,  vastly  too  much,  and  of  course 
on  the  same  principle  can  bo  thus  reconciled,  proves  nothing ;  and  if  it  means  something 
The  Dr.  maintains  tliat  endless  misery  is  dis-  j  else,  it  is  totally  foreign  to  his  pur{>ose.  Dr. 
honoralde  to  God,  and  as  annihilation  is  the  j  H.  has  no  warrant  to  make  the  same  word,  in 
same  in  principle,  that  also  must  be  ilishono-  the  same  passage,  mean  sometimes  misery, 
rable  to  the  divine  Being.  Thus  does  aniii- 1  and  sometimes  annihilation,  as  best  answers 
hilation  oppose  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  |  his  pur|)08e  And,  unless  he  pursues  this 
the  Almighty.  course,  he  can  never  prove  his  favorite  doc- 

But  the  whole  strength  of  the  doctrine  of  trine  from  these  passages, 
annihilation  rests  upon  a  few  scripture  expres-  It  is  demonstrably  evident  that  the  word 
sions;  such  as,  death,  destruction,  burned  up,  death,  frequently  signifies  trouble  or  misery  in 
perish,  corruption,  4*c.  If  these  terms  are  the  scriptures.  When  IMiaraoh  desired  to  lie 
not  used  in  a  sense  strictly  literal.  Dr.  B.  ac-  j  relieved  from  the  plague  of  the  UH-iist,  he  be- 
kngwledges  that  annihilation  is  not  supported  j  sought  Moses  to  deliver  him  from  this  death. 
by  scripture.  The  fact  that  annihilation  rests  |  i^t.  Paul  in  enumerating  thesud'eriiigs  to  which 
only  upon  a  few  disputed  words,  is  a  strong  |  he  had  been  exjmsed,  said  he  had  been  oft  in 
pre.sumptive  argument  against  its  truth  ;  for  it !  deaths.  But  did  Pharaoh  entreat  Moses  to 
is  iinrea.sonable  to  suppose  that  God  would  ;  take  annihilation  from  him,  or  did  Paul  mean 
leave  such  an  important  truth  supported  only  :  that  he  had  been  often  annihilated  ?  ISt.  Paul 
by  doubtful  evidence.  As  much  stress  is  laid  i  uses  the  terms,  death,  die,  iVc.  in  many  in.'itan- 
uiHin  these  terms,  I  w  ill  give  them  a  brief  ex- 1  ces,  w  here  to  understand  them  to  mean  anni- 
arnination.  hilation,  would  make  jargon  of  the  passage. 

I.  We  w  ill  enquire  into  the  meaning  of  the  'riiiis  he  sailh,  “  Von  hath  he  quickened,  w  ho 
words,  dcflfA,  »//>,  ^-c.  “  The  soul  that  sin- ,  were  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins.”  “  t'he  that 

neth,  it  shall  die.”  “  The  wages  of  sin  is  ^  liveth  in  pleasure,  is  dead,  while  she  liveth.” 
death."  These  texts  are  both  quoted  by  Dr  ;  Jesus  to  the  church  of  t^ardis  says,  “  thou  liv- 
B.  to  prove  extinction  of  being.  But  a  mo- '  est,  and  art  dead.”  Death  in  these  scriptures 
ment’s  rellection  will  convince  any  person  of!  cannot  mean  anniliilation,  but  punishment, 
discernment,  that  they  yield  him  no  assist- ,  trouble,  or  misery.  ’I’he  same  may  be  said 
mice.  “  n'he  soul  that  sinneth,  it  shall  die."  j  of  the  exi»re.«sion,  “second  death.”  The  sim- 
'I’his  language  is  general ;  it  does  not  apply  j  pie  phrase,  second  death,  implies  that  it  cannot 
to  any  particular  person,  but  expresses  a  prin- 1  mean  annihilation,  for  no  one  will  pretend  that 
ciple  which  holds  good  in  all  cases.  Kvery  j  people  will  be  fxice  annihilated.  'I'he  second 
soul  or  person  whatever,  who  commits  sin,  death  is  explained  to  signify  the  lake  of  fire 
shall  experience  this  death.  Does  death  in  ■  and  brimstone.  Now  we  are  told  that  certain 
this  passage  mean  annihilation?  If  so,  every;  characters  will  be  cast  into  this  lake  of  fire, 
individual  of  Adam’s  race  will  cease  to  be  ;  j  and  will  be  tormented  there,  but  not  annihila- 
for  “  all  have  sinii(?d,  and  come  short  of  the  Mated.  The  second  death,  therefore,  like  the 
glory  of  God.”  The  other  text  is  equally  fo-l  first,  does  not  mean  annihilation,  but  trouble, 
reign  to  his  purpose.  “'I’he  wage.sofsin  is  i  punishment,  or  misery.  .Many  other  passages 
death;  but  the  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life.” —  might  be  cited  to  establish  tliis  point,  but  it  i.s 
Now  as  all  have  sinned,  it  is  clear  from  this  thought  unnecessary. 

passage,  that  all  will  receive  the  wages  of  sin.  Dr.  B.  alludes  to  the  old  argument  drawn 
which  is  death.  But  death  here  cannot  mean  from  analogy,  to  prove  the  annihilation  of  the 
annihilation,  because  none  will  acknowledge  wicked.  It  is  said  that  human  governments 
that  a// will  be  annihilated.  If  all  are  to  be  inllict  death  upon  criminals,  not  to  refoini 
struck  out  of  existence,  I  demand,  who  will  them,  but  to  put  them  out  of  existence.  I’lii.*/ 
receive  the  gift  of  God,  which  is  life  eternal  ?  are  put  to  death  as  incurables.  But  this  aii- 
Now  these  texts,  instead  of  supporting  Dr.  alogy  between  human  and  the  divine  govein- 
B.’s  sentiment,  go  directly  to  oppose  it,  for  rnent  will  not  hold  good,  unless  we  admit  that 
thev  plainly  show  that  the  word,  death,  signi-  the  divine  government  is  no  more  perfect  than 
fies”  nothing  more  than  punishment  or  misery,  human  governments  are.  What  good  earthly 
’'Fis  true  the  Dr.  makes  a  distinction  between  monarch  would  put  his  subjects  to  death,  if 
tills  world  and  the  next.  He  appears  to  ad-  he  could  easily  reform  them,  and  convert  them 
mit  that  these  words  may  be  used  to  signify  to  faithful  subjects?  But  this  argument  from 
misery  in  this  state;  but  in  the  future  he  thinks  the  analogy  of  human  governments,  if  admit- 
they  must  mean  annihilation.  But  this  arhi-  ted,  would  prove  too  much.  Human  goverii- 
trarv  distinction  will  not  benefit  him  in  the  ments  sometimes  put  men  to  death  unjustly, 
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and  i(  we  admit  the  argument,  we  must  con.  tliy  of  the  great  author,  and  exerts  his  strict 
elude  that  Ciud  will  punish  his  creatures  uii* '.justice  and  mercy  in  the  mind  of  every  ration* 
justly.  al  being — inexcinsable  is  that  person  who 

[To  be  UontinueJ.]  does  not  read  it  often,  and  unwise  is  that 

— — — — ^  ■  MW— — '  man  who  gains  no  instruction  from  it.concern- 

XidSC£ZiL  ANXSOITS.  I  ing  his  future  destiny. 


THE  BIBLE. 

The  Bible  is  a  brief  recital  of  all  that  is 
past,  and  a  certain  prediction  of  all  tlia»  is  to 
come.  It  settles  all  matters  of  debate,  re¬ 
solves  all  doubts,  cases  the  mind  and  con¬ 
science  of  all  their  scruples ;  it  reveals  the 
only  living  and  true  (iod,  shows  the  way  to 
him,  sets  aside  all  other  gods,  proscribes  the 
vanity  of  them  and  all  that  trust  in  them  ;  in 
short,  it  is  a  book  of  laws  to  shew  right  and 
wrong, .and  a  book  of  wisdom  that  condemns 
all  folly,  and  makes  the  foolish  w  ise,  a  book  of 
truth  that  detects  all  lies  and  confutes  error, 
and  a  book  of  life  that  shews  the  way  from  ev¬ 
erlasting  death  ;  it  is  the  most  comp*  ndious 
book  in  the  world,  the  most  authentic,  and 
the  most  entertaining  history,  that  ever  was 
published  ;  it  contains  the  earliest  antiquitii  s,, 
strange  events,  wonderful  occurrences,  heroic! 
deeds,  and  unparallelled  wars.  It  will  in¬ 
struct  the  most  accomj)lished  mechanic  and 
the  proudest  artist,  it  will  teach  the  best  rhe- 
toriciati,  and  exercise  every  power  of  the  most 
skilful  arithmetician ;  (Uev.  lb.)  puzzle 
the  wisest  anatomist,  and  exercise  the  nlcc'st 
critic.  It  corrects  the  vain  jihilosoplu  r,  guides 
the  wisest  astronomer ;  it  e.\j)OSJ‘S  the  subth 
sophist,  and  makes  divines  mad.  It  is  a  com¬ 
plete  code  of  laws,  a  perfect  book  of  divinity, 
an  unequalled  narrative,  a  book  of  lives,  a 
book  of  travels,  and  a  book  of  voyages,  it  is 
the  best  covenant  tha,  ever  was  agreed  on, 
the  best  deed  that  ever  was  selecfe«l,  the  best 
evidence  that  ever  was  produced,  the  best 
will  that  ever  was  made,  and  the  best  testa¬ 
ment  that  ever  was  signed.  To  understand 
it,  is  to  be  wise  indeed,  to  b«’  ignorant  of  it,  isi 
to  be  destitute  of  wisdom;  it  is  llie  king’s  best 
copy,  the  magistrate’s  best  rule*,  the  house-! 
wife’s  best  guid*’,  the  servant’s  best  director,  j 
and  the  young  man’s  best  companion;  it  is 
the  schoolbov's  s|)elling  book,  and  the  Icarnrei 
man’s  master  piece;  it  contains  a  choice 
grammar  for  the  novice,  and  a  profound  trea¬ 
tise  f<*r  the  sage;  it  is  the  ignorant  man’s  dic¬ 
tionary,  and  the  w  ise  man’s  directory  ;  it  is  its 
own  interi)reter ;  it  encourages  the  wise,  the 
warrior,  and  the  overcomer,  and  promises  :  n 
eternal  reward  to  the  conqueror,  and  that 
which  crowns  all,  is,  that  the  author  is  with¬ 
out  partiality,  and  without  hy|>ocrisy,  in  whom 
is  no  variablene.ss,  nor  shadow  of  turning. — 
How  valuable  are  the  contents  of  such  a  book. 
It  suits  all  orders,  ranks  and  descriptions  ofj 
men;  it  speaks  with  equal  strictues.s  and  au-| 
ihority  to  the  rich  and  lionorablc,  and  to  the| 
poor  and  ignoble,  and  adapts  instructions  toj 
each  of  their  understandings  ;  the  gift  is  wor-i 


!  PROPOSAI.S 

BY  JO«IAII  SXOVf, 

For  publishing  in  Pkovidf.nck,  K.  I.  a  LA¬ 
DIES’  PA  PE  11,  to  be  entitled 

THX:  TOZLZST, 

Or  LADIES’  CABINET  of  LITER  ATURE. 

lOditors,  Owen  (J.  Waukkn,  and  a  Lady  of 
Providexck 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Publisher  to  fur¬ 
nish,  at  a  cheap  rate,  a  choice  and  valuable 
.selection  of  the  be.st  of  such  cotemporary 
writings,  a.s  will  be  adapted  to  the  ta.ste  of 
those  to  whom  it  is  dedicated,  and  to  open  a 
field  for  the  cultivation  of  that  native  genius, 
which,  unprovided  with  such  an  opportunity 
of  c.xertion,  might  forever  slumber  in  obscu¬ 
rity. 

It  will  contain  the  same  variety  of  amuse¬ 
ment  and  instruction  that  is  found  in  similar 
publications,  such  as  the  Philadelphia  Album, 
New-York  Mirror,  and  Boston  Spectator. 

'I’he  Publi.‘'her  has  procured  a  Gentleman 
and  Lady,  of  acknowledged  taste  and  talents, 
who  will  not  fail  in  their  endeavors  to  render 
it  worthy  of  public  patronage,  and  under  these 
consi«lerations  Ic'  presents  himself  to  the  pub¬ 
lic,  claiming  no  further  encouragement  than 
his  undertaking — in  the  estimation  of  an  en¬ 
lightened  community — may  deserve. 

CO.VDITIO.VS. 

The  Toilet,  or  Ladies’  Cabinet  of  Litera¬ 
ture,  will  be  published  every  Saturday,  com¬ 
mencing  with  the  first  Saturday  in  February 
next,  if  sufficient  euccuiragcmenf  is  given. 

'I’he  Toilc  t  will  be  printed  with  new  type, 
in  quarto  form  of  four  pages  to  each  number, 
with  a  conqilete  index  and  title  page  at  tlie 
clo.se  of  the  volume.  It  will  be  sent  to  sub¬ 
scribers  at  50  p.'iycble  on  the  reception  of 
[tlie  fust  number,  js)  IFt  at  the  expiration  of 
I  six  months,  or  at  the  close  of  the  year. — 

I  Those  who  may  become  res|)on.sible  for  four 
j  copies,  may  reeeive  the  fifili  gratis. 

All  communications  relative  to  the  j>apcr 
must  be  addressed,  “Editors  of  the  Todt  t," 
vAc.  post-paid. 

Crii"Subs<Tii)tion  papers  to  bo  returned  by 
the  i-botli  of.lanuary.  JOSLAH  SNOW. 

*j^.*E<litors  who  will  insert  the  above  pros¬ 
pectus  in  tlieir  papers  will  receive  a  copy  bv 
forw  arding  the  same  to  us. 

OrjrSubscriptions  received  at  this  ofi’ce. — 
Also  at  the  several  Bookstores  and  circulating 
Libraries. 

Providence  R  I.  Dec.  07,  1'””’. 
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The  followiiij»  "  retort  courteous"  was  writ- 1 
ten  as  a  reply  to  the  letter  below,  sent  to 
Kev.  Ilosea  Ballou,  the  Kditor  of  the  Univer- 
salist  Magazine — Vol,  1st,  IB'iO. 

iNFf.RjTAi,  Pit. 

My  Good  Friend, — Continue  a.s  you  have 
done,  to  disseminate  your  very  princely  Ma¬ 
gazine,  and  be  assured  that  you  shall  .«horlly 
have  one  of  the  most  exaltetl  thrones  ainoii^ 
us.  Yours  with  all  the  love  of  a  friend, 

INick  I.eciFER. 

Reply :  We  have  for  a  lony  time  been  of 
the  opinion  that  it  was  not  nece.ssary  to  j?o  in¬ 
to  the  future  world  to  find  the  infernal  pit  so 
much  talked  of,  and  we  are  now  furnished 
with  a  demonstration  of  the  correctness  of. 
this  opinion  The  tihove  letter  came  by  mail 
directly  from  that  pit,  where  it  appears  there  j 
is  a  Post  Oflice  and  Post  Master  We  have 
the  satisfaction  also  to  he  certified  that  the  U- 
niversalist  Magazine  does  not  please  those 
who  are  in  this  pit,  for  the  number  of  .\aya- 
zine  "we  sent  there  w’as  sent  back  with  the 
above  letter,  but  it  was  not  scorciie»l,  nor  was 
the  smell  of  fire  and  brimstone  on  it. 


A  few  days  since,  (so  says  undoubted  re¬ 
port,)  Dr.  Beecher  and  Mr.  Ballou*  met  in 
some  one  street  of  their  good  city,  an»l  after 
the  usual  salutations  had  been  exchanged,  the 
Dr.  informed  Mr.  Ballou  that  he  liad  a  dream 
which  he  should  be  extremely  pleased  to  have 
interpreted.  Mr.  Ballou  replied  that  perhaps 
he  might  be  able  to  expound  it,  and  request¬ 
ed  his  Reverend  brother  to  relate  it.  Dr. 
Beecher  then  said,  that  he  dreamed  he  was 
in  heaven,  and  it  was  a  delightful  place;  but 
he  looked  around  to  see  if  any  of  the  Univer- 
salistt  were  there,  and  he  looked  in  vain,  for 
not  one  was  to  be  seen,  although  he  .*«»’  some 
of  every  other  denomination  !  After  the  Rev. 
Sir  had  ended,  Mr.  Ballou  immedi.ately  repli¬ 
ed,  that  the  Dr.  must  have  only  visited  the 
Kitchen  ;  but  had  he  gone  into  the  Parlour, 
he  would,  no  doubt,  have  seen  that  the  Uni- 
versalists  were  the  majority  of  the  orcupantx, 
111  that  department.  S. 

JVestfielJ,  Mass.  Xov.  1 727. 

N.  B.  You  will  readily  see  the  application 
of  tiie  “  Kitchen,"  in  reference  to  their  man¬ 
ner  of  producing  these  revivals,  &c. 

•A  geiulcinan  well  known  for  hU  erudition  in  ec¬ 
clesiastical  lietury,  and  ready  and  genuine  wit. 

Religious  Inijuirer. 

DaEAnKun  Accident. — A  few  days  since 
an  accident  occurred  at  Cooperstown,  N.  Y. 
at  the  execution  of  Levi  Kelly  for  the  murder 
of  Abraham  Spafford,  almost  unparallclled  in 
history. 

A  platform  was  erected  near  the  place  of 
execution  for  the  accommodation  of  specta¬ 
tors.  It  is  estimated  that  2,<XH)  persons  were 


upon  it.  Owing  to  the  inclemency  of  tho 
weather  nearly  ns  many  had  assembled  umler 
it.  And  when  Kelly  approached  the  gallows 
the  crowd  on,the  platform  leaned  forward  to 
see  the  prisoner  and  the  awful  scene,  when 
the  entire  mass  moved  forward  and  fell  to  the 
groUml  and  crushed  such  as  could  not  escape, 
rortunately,  its  course  was  horizontal ;  had  it 
been  direct,  hundreds  must  have  been  imme¬ 
diately  killed.  Rejiort  states  the  number 
killed, from  five  to  ten.  "  In  the  midst  of  thi.s 
coiifusiou  causeil  by  this  disaster,  Kelly  was 
executed,  lie  met  his  fate  with  sullen  indif¬ 
ference,”  says  the  — Alh.  Argus. 

-N- B.  Several  copies  of  “ Letters  to 
the.  Her.  Hostu  Hollou,"  on  the  subject  of  future 
retribution  are  yet  on  liand,  and  as  soon  as  the  Rev. 
.>Ir.  Balfour  has  publi-hed  his  “  Kssays,”  a  number 
of  copies  of  that  wauk  is  expected  bv  the  editor  of 
this  p.iper,  so  that  tliose  who  wL,h  to  see  the  merits 
lioth  siiles  of  the  controversv,  will  call  soon  and  ob¬ 
tain  botli  works. 


few  copies  of  .Mr.  ‘ Pickering’s  Hymns* 
and  rnii’er,sali.H  Tracts  are  yet  on  hand. 


r.RRvn  M.  In  the  last  No.  p.  152,  under 
Obituary  Notice,  in  the  second  line  of  poetry,  in¬ 
stead  »)f  “  to  dry  your  tears,”  read  “  to  tcipe  atvay 
yotir  tears.” 


DILI), — In  Lansingburj;,  at  his  residence,  Hth 
I  inst.  Mr  Averv  S.  I.ei.a.np,  aged  27 years,  foriiicriv 
1  from  Fitchburji,  Mass.— Although  his  last  sickness 
I  was  painful,  yet  he  possessed  his  re.ason  till  the  last, 

I  and  rerpiested  that  the  editor  of  this  paper  should 
officiate  at  liis  funeral,  wliich  was  attended  on  Tues¬ 
day,  tlie  15ih  iii't.  by  a  numerous  congregation  who 
I  sympathized  with  the  hereaved,  youthf'd  widow  and 
felt  deejily  tlie  srdeinnity  of  the  occasion.  A  very 
lespectable  number  of  the  Masoniek  Fraternity  as- 
s'einbled  to  pay  th*  ir  respec  ts  to,  and  perfonn  the 
impressive  burial  ntc.s  of,  their  departed  brother.  It 
is  just  to  the  memory  of  this  deceased  young  man 
to  say,  he  sustained  an  irreproachable  r  haracter— 
irossessed  an  eidightrned  and  benevolent  mind,  anrJ 
showeil  forth  to  the  world  that  Univcrsalism  is  a 
good  doctrine  to  live  by,  and  to  die  by. 

.May  the  much  affiie ted  widow  find  stippoA  under 
her  bereavement,  from  the  consolations  of  the  grrs- 
[K'l  of  her  Saviour. 

N.  B.  Printers  in  Massachusetts  and  Xew- 
flampshire,  are  requested  to  notice  the  above  death. 
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Millions  of  unbelieving  soub  were  fill’d  witli  guilt 
and  fear, 

Lest  from  their  judge  the  word  depart,  they  instant  • 
ly  should  hear. 

In  pomp  and  splendor  next  appear’d  the  despised 
Nazarite, 

Drest  in  his  laurel  wreatlis  of  lovp.hls diadem  ofliglit; 

Bold  atheists  tremble  while  they  gaze,  the  deist’s 
face  looks  pale; 

Though  boldly  a  bastard  call’d  him  once,  sight 
makes  their  courage  fail. 

To  heaven  they  lift  their  wandering  eyes,  ye  motin* 
tains  hear  our  moan. 

Fall  on  and  hide  us  from  the  face  of  him  that’s  on 
the  throne ; 

That  wrathfid  lamb  we  can’t  endure,  his  presence 
bums  with  ire. 

We  mock’d  him  once  but  now  he’ll  doom  our  souls 
to  endless  fire. 

These  things  I  dreampt,  then  I  awoke  which  fill'd 
my  mind  ssith  pain; 

In  great  distress,  I  lay  a  while  then  fell  asleep 


The  following  poetry  was  written  by  the  Rev. 
JoA«  Yoewo,— called  “Yoi'Mi’s  Vision;”  and 
although  the  connoisseur  would  discover  deftets  in 
it,  yet  its  beauties  are  such  as  to  warrant  its  insertion 
and  insure  an  agreeable  perusal. 

When  Sol’s  meridian  heat  I  felt,  a  shady  grove  I 


„  ,  ,  again; 

Soon  found  myself  on  the  mountain  high  where 
first  the  vision  I  saw. 

My  angel  told  me  all  I’d  seen,  were  visions  of  the  law . 

I  asked  him  the  mountain’s  name,  to  end  the  pre¬ 
sent  strife. 

He  told  me  it  was  old  Pisgah’s  top,  where  Moses 
lost  his  life  ; 

Christ  slew  him  there  that  he  thereby  might  human 
nature  save, 

God  buried  him  in  secresy  and  Jesus  dug  his  grave. 

To  mount  Moriah  we  did  fly  to  view  the  golden 
fleece, 

And  hear  the  Roman  Ragle  sing  the  glorious  news 
of  peace ; 

Hail  highly  favor’d  of  the  Lord  let  every  tear  he  dry, 

These  hands  you  nail’d  shall  wipe  the  tear  from 
every  weeping  eye. 

For  you  I  liv'd,  for  you  I  di’d,  for  you  I  spilt  my 
blond. 

For  you  I  groan’d  on  Calvary  to  bring  your  souls 
to  God, 

For  you  I  past  that  dreadful  gulf  that  I  the  way 
might  pave. 

I’ve  tasted  death  for  every  man  aud  risen  from  the 
grave. 

The  atheists  melt,  the  deists  fall-own  him  their  Lord 
and  king. 

All  unbelievers  him  confess  and  hallelujah  sing ; 

Atheists  and  deists  cry  aloud  can  grace  be  true  so 

[  rare. 

Where  can  such  love  he  treasur’d  up,  O  Jesus  tell 
us  where. 

The  trump  of  triumph  now  they  blew  o'er  sin,  o’er 
death  and  hell. 

And  God  the  father  did  declare  that  he  was  pleased 
well ;  , 

Those  rebels  now  their  tenor  sing,  by  saints  the 
treble  keep  pace. 

Counter  by  martyrs  carried  b,  while  angeb  sing  the 
bass. 

My  soul  with  silent  joy  was  fill’d,  at  length  my  angel 
spoke 

Do  you  hear  the  music  of  the  skies,I  instantly  awoke. 

Transported  as  though  I  was  in  heaven,  I  for  the 
music  strove. 

When  I  awoke  the  binls  wegc  singing  within  my 
shtdv  grove. 


that  o 
of  hot 
trom  I 
than  tl 
inent 
create] 
liis  vie' 
rr  witli 
smoun 
'nre  tl 
'Wets, 
and  till 
snd  tht 
ral  to  c 
I  rior  kin 
I «  well 
'ubjcct 
parts  of 
itf  their 
-iy  we 


PRINT  IN  BBH 


